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Rural Business and  

Cooperative Programs 

Business & Industry Loan 
Guarantees  

The B&I Guaranteed Loan program 

bolsters the existing private credit 

structure through the guaranteeing 

of loans for rural businesses, 

allowing private lenders to extend 

more credit than they would 

typically be able to. Under the 

program, USDA Rural  

Development provides guarantees 

on loans made by approved 

lenders that participate in the 

program.  

The RBDG program is a 

competitive grant program that 

provides targeted technical 

assistance, training and other 

services to help develop or expand 

small and emerging private 

businesses in rural areas. The  

businesses must have fewer than 

50 employees and less than $1 

million in gross revenues. Grants 

are awarded to qualified 

organizations to carry out 

business 

development.  

Intermediary  
Relending Program  

The IRP program provides 1-

percent, low-interest loans to local 

intermediaries that re-lend to 

businesses and for community 

development projects in rural 

communities.  

 

Badger State Ethanol, LLC in Monroe, Wis. received a REAP grant to install equipment 

and increase ethanol production. 

Assistance Program  

The RMAP program awards loans and 

grants to Microenterprise Development 

Organizations to establish revolving 

funds for micro-loans to “micro-

enterprises,” or very small rural 

businesses, and to provide technical 

assistance and training. The program 

supports start-up or expansion of very 

small rural business ventures.  

Business Programs 

5417 Clem’s Way 

Stevens Point, WI 54482 

Phone: 715-345-7635 

Email: RD.BCP.SO@wi.usda.gov 
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Loans and Grants  

The REDLG program finances economic 

development and job creation in rural 

areas. Under the program, USDA 

provides zero-interest loans and grants 

to local utilities to establish revolving 

loan funds to support local business 

development projects.  

 

The RCDG program is a competitive 

grant program to start or run centers for 

cooperative development. These centers 

improve economic conditions in rural 

areas by helping individuals and 

businesses start, expand or improve 

rural cooperatives and other mutually-

owned businesses.  

 

Socially-Disadvantaged  
Groups Grants  

The SDGG program provides technical 

assistance to socially-disadvantaged 

groups through cooperatives and 

cooperative development centers.  

The VAPG program is a 

competitive grant program to help 

independent agricultural 

producers enter into activities that 

add value to their products 

through new processing and/or 

marketing opportunities.  

 

Guarantees 
and Grants  

The REAP program provides loans 

and grants to agricultural producers 

and rural small businesses to 

purchase or install renewable energy 

systems or make energy efficiency 

improvements.  

 

Grantees that receive assistance 

through this competitive REAP grant 

program help rural small businesses 

and agricultural producers by 

conducting and promoting energy 

audits, and providing renewable 

energy development assistance.  

and Biobased 
Product Manufacturing 
Assistance Program  

This program provides loan 

guarantees to develop, 

so that they can 

implement new and emerging  

technologies to support the 

development of advanced  

biofuels, renewable chemicals and 

biobased product manufacturing.  

Nueske’s Meat Products, Inc in     

Wittenberg, Wis. received REDLG 

funding to purchase equipment and 

expand operations.  

Rural Business and  

Cooperative Programs (continued) 
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Leffel Roots Apple Orchard in rural Eau Claire, Wis. received a VAPG grant to expand their product lines. 

This program provides funding for up to 50 percent of the total eligible 

project costs for biorefineries to install renewable biomass systems for 

heating and power at their facilities or to produce new energy from  

renewable biomass.  

 

This program supports increased production of advanced biofuels through 
payments to advanced biofuel producers for finished advanced biofuel  
products.  

Rural Business and  

Cooperative Programs (continued) 
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Rural Housing Programs 

 

Single-Family Housing Direct Home Loans  

This program helps very-low- and low-income 

in rural areas. Payment assistance, a type of 

subsidy, may be provided for very-low-income applicants — based on their 

adjusted household income — to help them afford the monthly mortgage loan 

payments.  

 

Single-Family Housing Loan Guarantees  

This program helps moderate-income individuals and families buy, build and 

improve homes in rural areas. USDA Rural Development provides 

guarantees on loans made by approved lenders that participate in the 

program.  

 

Rural Development presented the Annual 

Award of Excellence to Water’s Edge 

Apartments in Rice Lake, Wis.  

Housing Programs 

5417 Clem’s Way 

Stevens Point, WI 54482 

Phone: 715-345-7611 

Email: RD.SFH.SO@wi.usda.gov 
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Single-Family Housing 

This program helps very-low-income 

rural individuals and families repair, 

improve or modernize their homes. 

Grants are provided to elderly very-

low-income homeowners to remove 

health and safety hazards from their 

homes.  

 

Assistance Grants  

This program provides grants on a 

competitive basis to qualified 

organizations to help them carry out 

local self-help housing construction 

projects. Grant recipients supervise 

groups of very-low- and low-income 

individuals and families as they 

construct their own homes in rural 

areas. The group members  

provide most of the construction 

labor on each other’s homes, with 

technical assistance from the 

organization overseeing the project.  

 

Multi-Family Housing 
Direct Loans  

This program provides competitive 

financing to construct or renovate 

affordable multi-family rental 

housing for low-income, elderly, or 

disabled individuals and families in 

eligible rural areas.  

 

Rental Assistance  

Rental Assistance payments may 

be made to owners of USDA Rural 

Development-financed rural rental 

housing or farm labor housing 

apartment complexes on behalf of 

low-income tenants who are 

unable to pay market-rate rent to 

help them meet their monthly 

 

 

 

 

 

Multi-Family Housing  
Loan Guarantees  

The program provides financing to 
construct or renovate affordable multi-
family rental housing for low- to 
moderate-income individuals and 
families in eligible rural areas. Under the 
program, USDA Rural  
Development provides guarantees on 
loans made by approved lenders that 
participate in the program.  

 

Housing Preservation Grants  

HPG grants are provided to sponsoring 

organizations to repair or rehabilitate 

housing occupied by very-low- and low-

income people in rural areas.  

 

This program provides financing to 

develop affordable multi-family rental 

housing for year-round and migrant or 

seasonal domestic farm laborers and 

their families.  

Rural Housing Programs (continued) 
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Community Facilities Programs  

Community Facilities 
Loans and Grants  

This program provides direct loans, 

loan guarantees and grants to 

qualified organizations to develop, 

build and equip essential 

community facilities in rural areas. 

Examples of essential facilities 

include schools, libraries, 

hospitals, health care clinics, public 

safety, fire, rescue and 

telecommunications buildings.  

The Village of Crivitz, Wis. received a grant for a new police vehicle. 

Initiative Grants  

RCDI grants are provided to help 

nonprofit housing and community 

development organizations build 

capacity for housing, community 

facilities and economic 

development projects in rural areas.  

Community Programs 

5417 Clem’s Way 

Stevens Point, WI 54482 

Phone: 715-345-7635 

Email: RD.BCP.SO@wi.usda.gov 
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Rural Utilities Programs  

Electric Infrastructure 
Loans  

This program provides 

insured loans and loan 

guarantees to qualified utility 

providers to finance 

construction of electric 

generation, transmission and 

distribution facilities and 

system improvements in rural 

areas. Funds may be used 

for demand-side 

management, energy 

conservation programs, and 

on-grid and off-grid 

renewable energy systems.  

 

Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation 

This program provides loans 

to USDA electric loan 

borrowers for energy audits 

and energy efficiency 

upgrades that enable the 

electric utilities to implement 

energy efficiency service 

improvements on behalf of 

their customers. Funds may 

be used for weatherization, 

HVAC improvements, high 

efficiency lighting and 

conversions to more efficient 

or renewable energy sources, 

such as consumer-scale solar 

power and ground-source 

heat pumps.  

Guarantees  

This program provides funds 

to qualified providers to 

construct, improve or acquire 

facilities and equipment 

needed to implement 

broadband service in eligible  

rural areas.  

Grants  

Lakeshore Technical College received  funds to upgrade 

distance learning technology at five college  campuses 

and 30 rural high schools across 17 counties in east    

central  Wisconsin. 



USDA Rural Development 2016 Progress Report  |  11   

This program provides financing to 

construct, maintain, improve and 

expand telephone and broadband 

services in rural areas.  

 

Community Connect Grants  

Community Connect grants help deploy 

broadband service in rural communities 

where it is not yet economically viable 

for private sector providers to deliver 

broadband. Projects funded through the 

program include community centers that 

offer free public access to broadband for 

2 years.  

 

This program provides affordable direct 

loans, loan guarantees and grants to 

build, repair or improve public water 

systems and waste collection systems in  

rural areas.  

 

The City of Niagara, Wis. held a ground breaking event to celebrate the funding 

they received to reconstruct water and sewer utilities in the community.  

Rural Utilities Programs (continued) 

Solid Waste Management Grants  

This program provides technical assistance and training grants to people 
who operate or maintain landfills to help reduce or eliminate pollution of 
water resources in rural areas.  

This program provides grants for technical assistance and training to rural 

water systems experiencing difficulties with day-to-day operations, finances 

or management.  
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State Success Story  

Most rural areas in America lack opportunities for individuals with disabilities to gain any kind of training or work 

experience. After an individual leaves school, there’s very limited prospects for them to experience the workplace and 

become productive, contributing members of the community. 

The Southwest Opportunities Center (SOC) in Lancaster, Wisconsin is working to fill this gap in Grant County and the 

surrounding communities.  

SOC, a non-profit community rehabilitation center dedicated to providing employment and programming opportunities 

for adults with disabilities, recently began a new endeavor to help to provide hands-on vocational training to their clients, 

the SunGarden Greenhouse. 

SunGarden Greenhouse is a 7,200 square foot hydroponic greenhouse, in which plants are placed in clay pebbles, 

giving the grower more control and significantly reducing the risks of soil borne diseases. The greenhouse only employs 

SOC clients. Employees are learning about the process of growing, plant maintenance and nutrition, pest management, 

produce packaging and labeling, running the onsite market and maintaining equipment. Currently, the greenhouse is 

focusing on the production of tomatoes and fresh herbs. 

Greenhouses are a growing trend in assisting and providing employment training to those with disabilities and is proving 

successful across the nation. In addition to the income and work opportunities a greenhouse provides, SunGarden 

Greenhouse is a means to strengthen the connection between SOC, its clients and the community at large. 

The construction of SunGarden Greenhouse was funded with the support of ORC Industries in La Crosse, WI, and 

USDA Rural Development by providing a $23,140 Community Facilities Grant through the Strategic Economic 

Community Development Initiative. The SOC greenhouse project qualified for this special funding by meeting objectives 

within Southwest Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission’s five county comprehensive community economic 

development plan and USDA’s Local/Regional Foods Initiative. USDA Rural Development grant funds were used to 

purchase a vehicle and equipment for greenhouse operations.  

Produce harvested from the year-round greenhouse is being sold to businesses and partners within a 100 mile radius of 

Lancaster, WI, as well as in the on-site market at SunGarden. 

New Rehab Center Greenhouse Gives People with Disabilities Job Training  

While Providing Locally Grown Tomatoes in Southwest Wisconsin 
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Wisconsin  

FY 2016 Investment Comparison 

Utilities Programs 

$95,070,443 

Community Programs 

$75,732,435 

Business Programs 

$28,877,077 

Housing Programs 

$356,587,710 
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Wisconsin Investments FY 2016 

Program Amount Projects 

Home Loan Guarantees $ 317,590,735 2,403 

Direct Home Loans $ 14,743,245 123 

Home Repair Loans & Grants $ 593,744 110 

Housing Preservation Grants $ 58,701 11 

MFH Preservation Revitalization Program $ 3,144,689 118 

Voucher Assistance Program $ 2,601,431 667 

Rental Assistance $ 17,855,165 5,205 

Business & Industry Loan Guarantees $ 16,941,750 6 

Rural Business Development Grants $ 474,000 7 

Rural Cooperative Development Grants $ 399,999 2 

Rural Economic Development Loans $ 390,000 1 

Rural Microentreprenuer Assistance Grants $ 170,267 5 

Value-Added Producer Grants $ 3,702,436 23 

Renewable Energy for America Loan Guarantees $ 5,981,250 2 

Renewable Energy for America Program Grants $ 724,985 19 

Advanced Biofuel Payment Program $ 92,390 24 

Community Facilities Direct Loans $ 17,719,500 6 

Community Facilities Grants $ 410,450 13 

Tribal College Grants $ 143,000 1 

Economic Impact Initiative Grants $ 91,000 3 

Water & Waste Disposal Loans $ 46,900,000 24 

Water & Waste Disposal Grants $ 10,314,095 17 

SEARCH Grants $ 104,000 4 

Strategic Economic & Community Development Grants $ 50,390 2 

Electric Loans $ 94,000,000 2 

Distance Learning & Telemedicine Grants $ 1,070,443 4 

TOTAL: $ 556,267,665 8,798 
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Summary of USDA Rural Development Major Programs  

Rural Housing Service 

For direct loans and grants, apply to Rural Development. For loan guarantees, apply to participating intermediaries such as approved banks, 

mortgage companies, etc.  

  
Objective Applicant Uses Population Loan/Grant Terms/Conditions 

Single-Family Housing 
Direct Loans (including 
Self-Help Loans) 

Safe, well-built, affordable 

homes for very-low- and 

low-income rural 

Americans. 

Families and 

individuals. 
Buy, build, improve, repair or 

rehabilitate a rural home as 

the applicant’s permanent 

residence. 

Rural areas with 

populations of up to 

35,000. 

Direct loan. Up to 100% of market value or 

cost. Loan term of 33/38 years. 

Applicant may be eligible for 

payment assistance (subsidy) 

on the loan. 

Single-Family Housing 
Loan Guarantees 

To assist low- to moderate

-income applicants/

households in buying their 

homes by guaranteeing 

loans made by private 

lenders. 

Families and 

individuals. 
Purchase new or existing 

homes and refinance 

existing Rural Development 

guaranteed or direct loans. 

Rural areas with 

populations of up to 

35,000. 

Loan guarantee. 30-year, fixed. The interest rate 

is negotiated between lender 

and borrower. Loans up to 100% 

of market value plus the amount 

of the up-front guarantee fee 

being financed. 

Single-Family Housing 
Repair Loans and 
Grants 

To help very-low-income 

applicants remove health 

and safety hazards or 

repair their homes. 

Families and 

individuals who 

currently own their 

home. 

Repair/replace roof, 

winterize, purchase or repair 

heating system, structural 

repair, water/sewage 

connect fees, etc. 

Rural areas with 

populations of up to 

35,000. 

Direct loan and 

grant. 
Loans up to $20,000 up to 20 

years at 1%. Grants available to 

very-low-income applicants 62 

years or older unable to pay 1% 

loan. 

Self-Help Housing 
Technical Assistance 
Grants 

Assist lower income 

families in building their 

own homes. 

Nonprofits and public 

bodies. 
Technical assistance to help 

small groups of families to 

build each other’s homes. 

Rural areas with 

populations of up to 

35,000. 

Grant. Grant agreement. 

Rural Rental Housing 
Direct Loans 

Safe, well-built, affordable 

rental housing for very-low

-income individuals and 

families. 

Individuals, trusts, 

associations, limited 

partnerships, for-profit 

and nonprofit entities, 

tribes, public bodies. 

New construction or 

substantial rehabilitation of 

rental housing. 

Rural areas with 

populations of up to 

35,000. 

Direct loan. Up to 100% of total development 

cost (nonprofits); 97% (for-

profits); 95% (for-profits with 

Low-Income Housing Tax 

Credits). 30-year term with up to 

50-year amortization. 

Rural Rental Housing 
Loan Guarantees 

Provides guarantees on 

loans to build or preserve 

affordable housing for 

very-low- to moderate-

income tenants. 

For profit and non-

profit lenders. 
Build or rehabilitate 

affordable rental housing. 
Rural areas with 

populations of up to 

35,000. 

Loan guarantee. At least 25-year term with fixed 

interest rate. Loan guarantees 

up to 90% of the principal. 

Housing Preservation 
Grants 

Repair and rehabilitate 

housing owned or 

occupied by very-low- and 

low-income rural families. 

Public bodies and 

nonprofit 

organizations. 

To operate a program that 

finances repair and 

rehabilitation activities for 

single-family and small 

rental properties. 

Rural areas with 

populations of up to 

35,000. 

Grant. Grant agreement. 

Farm Labor Housing 
Loans and Grants 

Safe, well-built affordable 

rental housing for 

farmworkers. 

Individuals, public and 

private nonprofit 

organizations. 

New construction or 

substantial rehabilitation of 

rental housing. 

Not applicable. Direct loan and 

grant. 
Up to 102% of total development 

cost. Up to 33 years to repay at 

1% interest. 

Community Facilities 
Loans and Grants 

Improve, develop, or 

finance essential 

community facilities for 

rural communities. 

Public bodies, 

nonprofits, and 

Federally recognized 

tribes. 

Construct, enlarge, or 

otherwise improve essential 

community facilities, such as 

public safety, fire and 

rescue, telecommunications, 

schools, libraries, hospitals, 

other healthcare facilities, 

etc. 

City, town, or 

unincorporated area of 

not more than 20,000 

in population. Facilities 

must primarily serve 

rural residents. 

Direct loan, loan 

guarantee, or 

grant. 

Up to 100% of market value. 

Term is for useful life of the 

facility or equipment, the State 

statute, or 40 years. Maximum 

grant 75% of project cost. Grant 

eligibility based on income, 

population, and need. 

Rural Community  
Development Initiative 

To facilitate housing, 

community facility, and 

community and economic 

development projects. 

Private nonprofit or 

public organizations, 

philanthropic 

foundations, low-

income communities. 

Technical assistance grants 

of $50,000 to $300,000 to 

develop the capacity and 

ability of awardees to carry 

out needed projects. 

City, town, or 

unincorporated area of 

not more than 50,000 

in population. 

Grant. Matching funds required for 

grant. 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-direct-home-loans
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-direct-home-loans
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-guaranteed-loan-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-guaranteed-loan-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-repair-loans-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-repair-loans-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-repair-loans-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/mutual-self-help-housing-technical-assistance-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/mutual-self-help-housing-technical-assistance-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/mutual-self-help-housing-technical-assistance-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/multi-family-housing-direct-loans
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/multi-family-housing-direct-loans
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/multi-family-housing-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/multi-family-housing-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/housing-preservation-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/housing-preservation-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/farm-labor-housing-direct-loans-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/farm-labor-housing-direct-loans-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-community-development-initiative-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-community-development-initiative-grants
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Rural Business-Cooperative Service 

  Objective Applicant Uses Population Loan/Grant Terms/Conditions 

Business and 

Industry Loan 

Guarantees 

Create jobs/stimulate rural 

economies by providing 

financial backing for rural 

businesses. 

Lenders/Businesses. Real estate, buildings, 

equipment, supplies, 

working capital, and some 

debt refinancing. 

All areas except cities 

over 50,000 and their 

contiguous urbanized 

areas. 

Loan guarantee. Lender and borrower negotiate 

terms. Up to 30 years for real 

estate, 15 years for machinery 

and equipment, and 7 years 

for working capital. 

Rural Business 

Development Grants 

Help startup or expand 

small and emerging private 

businesses and/or non-

profits in rural 

communities. Note: This 

program, created through 

the 2014 Farm Bill, 

combines the former Rural 

Business Enterprise Grant 

and Rural Business 

Opportunity Grant 

programs. 

Public bodies, 

government entities, 

nonprofit entities, and 

Federally recognized 

tribes. 

Acquire or develop land, 

buildings, plants and 

equipment; build or improve 

access roads, parking 

areas, utility extensions, 

and water and waste 

disposal facilities; provide 

technical assistance; 

establish revolving loan 

funds; and support rural 

distance learning programs 

that provide educational or 

job training. 

All areas rural in 

character except cities 

over 50,000 and their 

contiguous urbanized 

areas. 

Grant. Grants are awarded on a 

competitive basis. 

Intermediary 

Relending Program 

Loans 

Establish revolving funds 

for business facilities and 

community development 

projects. 

Public bodies, nonprofit 

corporations, Native 

American tribes, and 

cooperatives. 

Community development 

projects, establish or 

expand businesses, create 

or save rural jobs. 

Rural areas and 

incorporated places with 

populations of less than 

50,000. 

Direct loan. The intermediary makes loans 

to businesses from its 

revolving loan fund on terms 

consistent with security 

offered. Intermediary pays 1% 

for 30 years. 

Rural 

Microentrepreneur 

Assistance Program 

Establish revolving funds 

to target assistance to 

small rural enterprises. 

Microenterprise 

Development 

Organizations (MDOs). 

Loans, technical and 

capacity-building 

assistance to businesses 

with 10 or fewer employees 

and sole proprietorships. 

All areas except cities 

over 50,000 and their 

contiguous urbanized 

areas. 

Loans, grants. Rural microenterprises apply 

directly to the intermediary. 

Rural Economic 

Development Loans 

and Grants 

Finance economic 

development and job 

creation in rural areas. 

Rural Utilities Service-

financed electric and 

telephone utilities. 

Business startups or 

expansion projects that 

create rural jobs. 

Rural areas with priority 

for places with 

populations of 2,500 or 

less. 

Direct loan or grant to 

establish revolving 

loan fund. 

Intermediary makes loans to 

for-profit or nonprofit 

businesses and public bodies. 

Loans are 0% for 10 years. 

Rural Cooperative 

Development Grants 

Establish/operate centers 

for cooperative 

development. 

Nonprofits and 

institutions of higher 

education. 

Establish centers to provide 

technical assistance, 

training, applied research, 

and collection and 

interpretation of data, for 

the purpose of cooperative 

development. 

All areas except cities 

over 50,000 and their 

contiguous urbanized 

areas. 

Grant. Minimum 25% fund match (5% 

for 1994 Institutions). Grants 

awarded competitively. 

Socially 

Disadvantaged 

Groups Grants 

Provides funds to eligible 

co-ops or co-op 

associations, or co-op 

development centers to 

provide technical 

assistance to small, 

socially disadvantaged 

groups in rural areas. 

Note: formerly known as 

the Small, Socially 

Disadvantaged Producer 

Cooperatives and co-op 

development centers 

that serve socially 

disadvantaged groups 

where a majority of the 

board of directors or 

governing board is 

comprised of individuals 

who are members of 

socially disadvantaged 

groups. 

Technical assistance. All areas, except cities 

over 50,000 and their 

contiguous urbanized 

areas. 

Grant. Grants are awarded on a 

competitive basis. There is no 

matching requirement. 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-industry-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-industry-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-industry-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/intermediary-relending-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/intermediary-relending-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/intermediary-relending-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-microentrepreneur-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-microentrepreneur-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-microentrepreneur-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-cooperative-development-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-cooperative-development-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/socially-disadvantaged-groups-grant
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/socially-disadvantaged-groups-grant
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/socially-disadvantaged-groups-grant
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For direct loans and grants, apply to Rural Development. For loan guarantees, apply to participating intermediaries such as eligible banks, etc. For 

revolving funds (RMAP, IRP, and REDLG), intermediaries apply to Rural Development, others to the intermediaries. 

 Objective Applicant Uses Population Loan/Grant Terms/Conditions 

Value-Added  

Producer Grants 

Help independent 

agricultural 

producers enter into 

activities that add 

value to their crops. 

Independent producers, farmer 

and rancher cooperatives, 

producer groups, and majority-

controlled producer-based 

business ventures. 

Feasibility studies, business 

plans; working capital. 

All areas. Grant. Grants are awarded on a 

competitive basis. Funds cannot 

be used to build facilities or 

purchase equipment. Funds must 

be matched on a dollar-for-dollar 

basis. 

Rural Energy for 

America Program 

(REAP) Loan 

Guarantees and 

Grants 

Provide assistance 

for energy efficiency 

improvements or 

purchase a 

renewable energy 

system for 

operations. 

Rural small businesses and 

agricultural producers. 

Energy efficiency 

improvements, renewable 

energy systems, land 

acquisition, and working 

capital. 

Cities, towns, 

unincorporated 

areas with 

populations less 

than 50,000. 

Population limits do 

not apply to 

agricultural 

producers. 

Loan guarantee 

and/or grant. 

Grants up to 25% of project costs 

not to exceed $250,000 for energy 

efficiency projects and $500,000 

for renewable energy. Loan 

guarantees up to 75% of project 

cost not to exceed $25 million. 

REAP Audit/

Development Grants 

Provide grant to 

entity to pass 

through to a small 

business or 

agricultural producer 

for 75% of the cost 

of an energy audit 

or renewable energy 

development 

assistance. 

State, tribal, or local 

government institutions of 

higher education; rural electric 

cooperatives; or public power 

entities. 

$100,000 grant to entities, 

smaller ones to small 

business and agricultural 

producers for 75% of energy 

audit or renewable energy 

development assistance. 

Cities, towns, 

unincorporated 

areas with 

populations less 

than 50,000. 

Grant. $100,000 to entities and up to 

75% of the cost of energy audit for 

renewable energy development 

assistance. 

Biorefinery, 

Renewable 

Chemical, and 

Biobased Product 

Manufacturing 

Assistance Program 

Loan Guarantees 

Provide loan 

guarantees to 

develop and 

construct 

commercial-scale 

biorefineries or 

retrofit facilities 

using eligible 

technology for the 

development of 

advanced biofuels. 

Note: The program 

was formerly known 

as the Biorefinery 

Assistance 

Individuals; Indian tribes; State 

or local governments; 

corporations; farm 

cooperatives; associations of 

agricultural producers; national 

laboratories; higher learning 

institutions; rural electric co-

ops; public power entities; or 

consortiums of any of the 

entities. 

Loan guarantees to develop 

and construct commercial-

scale biorefineries or retrofit 

facilities to use eligible 

technology for the 

development of advanced 

biofuels. 

No restrictions. Loan. 90% (maximum) guarantee on 

loans up to $125 million; 80% 

(maximum) guarantee on loans 

less than $150 million; 70% 

(maximum) guarantee on loans of 

$150 million but less than $200 

million; 60% (maximum) 

guarantee on loans of $200 million 

up to $250 million. 

Repowering 

Assistance Program 

Provide payments to 

biorefineries to 

replace fossil fuels 

with biomass. 

Biorefineries. Grant to biorefineries, 

including ethanol and 

biodiesel plants that use 

electricity generated from 

natural gas and coal and 

require this for the 

fermentation process. 

No restrictions. Grant. As funds are available. Complete 

applications submitted to National 

Office for review. Grant awards 

determined by National Office. 

Advanced Biofuel 

Payment Program 

Provide payments to 

producers of 

advanced biofuels. 

Eligible producers of advanced 

biofuels. 

Grant to producers of 

advanced biofuels (non-

cornmercial-based). 

No restrictions. Grant. As funds are available. Complete 

applications submitted to National 

Office for review. Grant awards 

determined by National Office. 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/value-added-producer-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/value-added-producer-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-energy-audit-renewable-energy-development-assistance
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-energy-audit-renewable-energy-development-assistance
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/biorefinery-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/biorefinery-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/biorefinery-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/biorefinery-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/biorefinery-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/biorefinery-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/biorefinery-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/repowering-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/repowering-assistance-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/advanced-biofuel-payment-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/advanced-biofuel-payment-program
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Rural Utilities Service 

Electric and Telecom Programs: Contact the Rural Utilities Service Administrator; Water Programs: Contact the Rural Development State Office. CFR 

refers to Code of Federal Regulations. 

  Objective Applicant Uses Population Loan/Grant Terms/Conditions 

Water and Waste 
Disposal Loans and 
Grants 

Provide infrastructure for 

rural areas. 

Public entities, Indian tribes 

and nonprofit corporations. 

Build, repair, and improve 

public water systems and 

waste collection and 

treatment systems. 

Rural areas and towns 

with up to 10,000 in 

population. 

Direct loan and 

grant. 

Repayment period is a 

maximum of 40 years. Grant 

funds may be available. 

Water and Waste 
Disposal Loan 
Guarantees 

Provide infrastructure for 

rural areas. 

Public entities, Indian tribes 

and nonprofit corporations. 

Construct, repair, and 

improve water supply and 

distribution systems and 

waste collection and 

treatment systems. 

Rural areas and towns 

with up to 10,000 in 

population. 

Loan guarantee. Eligible lenders obtain up to a 

90% guarantee on loans they 

make and service. 

Solid Waste 

Management Grants 
Provide technical 

assistance and/or training 

to those who operate and 

maintain active landfills. 

Public bodies, private 

nonprofit organizations, 

Indian tribes, and academic 

institutions. 

Technical assistance and 

training to improve landfill 

conditions and protect 

against threats to nearby 

water resources. 

Rural areas, and towns 

with up to 10,000 in 

population. 

Grant. Applications accepted year-

round. Complete applications 

submitted to National Office 

for review. 

Technical Assistance/ 
Training/Circuit Rider 

Provide technical 

assistance and training. 

Public, private, and nonprofit 

organizations. 

Provide technical assistance 

and training to assist with 

management of water and 

waste projects. 

Rural areas and towns 

with up to 10,000 in 

population. 

Grant. As funds are available. 

Complete applications 

submitted to National Office 

for review. 

Rural Broadband Direct 
Loans and Loan 
Guarantees 

Deployment of broadband 

service to eligible rural 

communities. Note: The 

2014 Farm Bill revised 

program provisions. An 

interim rule was published 

in FY 2015. 

Entities seeking to provide 

broadband services in rural 

areas. 

Funds to construct, improve, 

and acquire facilities and 

equipment to provide 

broadband service in eligible 

rural communities. 

Rural areas. Refer to 

the rule for specific 

definition and population 

limits. 

Minimum and 

maximum loan 

amounts 

published annually 

in the Federal 

Register. 

Refer to the rule for loan terms 

and conditions. 

Electric and 
Telecommunications 

Loans 

Help rural communities 

obtain affordable, high-

quality electric and 

telecommunications 

services. 

Nonprofit and cooperative 

associations, public bodies, 

and other utilities. 

Generation, transmission 

facilities, and distribution of 

electric power, including 

alternative, renewable, 

conservation, and energy 

efficiency programs. 

Enhance 911 emergency 

service, digital switching 

equipment, and fiber optic 

cable, along with traditional 

main system 

telecommunications service. 

Electric: areas served 

by an existing rural 

electric borrower, or 

rural areas other than a 

city or town of more 

than 20,000. 

Telecommunications: 

areas or cities with 

populations under 

5,000. 

Direct loan or loan 

guarantee. 

Interest rates are established 
in accordance with 7 CFR 
1714. Contact RUS at 
www.rd.usda.gov or 1 (800) 
670-6553. 

Distance Learning and 
Telemedicine 

Develop and deploy 

advanced 

telecommunication 

services throughout rural 

America to improve 

education and healthcare. 

Incorporated entities, 

including municipalities, for-

profit, and nonprofit 

corporations that operate 

rural schools, libraries, 

healthcare clinics, and other 

educational or healthcare 

facilities. 

To provide end-user 

equipment and programming 

that delivers distance 

learning and telemedicine 

services into eligible areas. 

Rural areas outside 

incorporated or 

unincorporated cities 

with populations up to 

20,000. 

Grant. Awards range from $50,000 to 

$500,000. A minimum of 15% 

in matching funds is required. 

Community Connect 
Grants 

Provide public access to 

broadband in otherwise 

unserved communities. 

Public bodies, tribes, 

cooperatives, nonprofits, 

limited dividend or mutual 

associations; corporations, 

and other legally organized 

entities. 

To build broadband 

infrastructure and establish a 

community center that offers 

free public access to 

broadband for two years. 

A single community, 

outside incorporated or 

unincorporated cities, 

with a population over 

20,000 and that does 

not have broadband. 

Grant. Minimum: $50,000; Maximum: 

$1 million. Amounts are 

published in Notices of 

Funding Availability and may 

vary. 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/solid-waste-management-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/solid-waste-management-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-technical-assistance-training-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-technical-assistance-training-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/farm-bill-broadband-loans-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/farm-bill-broadband-loans-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/farm-bill-broadband-loans-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-infrastructure-loan-loan-guarantee-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/telecommunications-infrastructure-loans-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-connect-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-connect-grants
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Summary of Funding Purposes 

  Land & Bldgs. Mach. & Equip. Working Capital Infrastructure Tech. Asst./Train. 

Rural Housing and Community Facilities Programs           

Single-Family Housing Direct Loans (including Self-Help Loans) ♦         

Single-Family Housing Loan Guarantees ♦         

Single-Family Housing Repair Loans/Grants ♦         

Self-Help Housing Technical Assistance Grants         ♦ 

Rural Rental Housing Direct Loans ♦     ♦   

Rural Rental Housing Loan Guarantees ♦     ♦   

Housing Preservation Grants ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Farm Labor Housing Loans/Grants ♦     ♦   

Community Facilities Direct Loans, Loan Guarantees, Grants* ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦   

Rural Community Development Initiative         ♦ 

Rural Business and Cooperative Programs           

Business and Industry Loan Guarantees ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦   

Rural Business Development Grants ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Intermediary Relending Program Loans ♦ ♦ ♦     

Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Rural Economic Development Loans and Grants ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Rural Cooperative Development Grants       ♦ ♦ 

Socially Disadvantaged Groups Grants         ♦ 

Value-Added Producer Grants     ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Rural Energy for America Program Loan Guarantees/Grants ♦ ♦   ♦ ♦ 

Biorefinery, Renewable Chemical, and Biobased Product Manufacturing 

Assistance Program Loan Guarantees 
          

Repowering Assistance Program           

Advanced Biofuel Payment Program           

Rural Utilities Programs           

Water and Waste Disposal Direct Loans, Loan Guarantees, Grants ♦ ♦   ♦   

Solid Waste Management Grants         ♦ 

Technical Assistance/Training/Circuit Rider         ♦ 

Rural Broadband Direct Loans and Loan Guarantees ♦     ♦   

Electric and Telecommunications Direct Loans/Loan Guarantees ♦ ♦   ♦   

Distance Learning and Telemedicine Loans/Grants   ♦   ♦   

Community Connect Grants ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦   

* Initial operating expenses are eligible in conjunction with the financing of an eligible community facility project. However, grant funds may not be used 
   to fund initial operating expenses.  
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Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication  

for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American 

Sign 

Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 

through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 

program information may be made available in languages other than 

English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at  

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any 

USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter 

all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 

complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or 

letter to USDA by:  

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov?subject=More%20Information
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Menomonie Area Office
390 Red Cedar Street, Suite G
Menomonie WI 54751
Phone: 715-232-2614
Fax: 715-233-3210
E-mail: RD.Menomonie@wi.usda.gov

Fond du Lac Area Office
W6529 Forest Avenue, Suite 200
Fond du Lac WI 54937
Phone: 920-907-2976
Fax: 920-907-2983
E-mail: RD.FondduLac@wi.usda.gov

Stevens Point Area Office
1462 Strongs Avenue
Stevens Point WI 54481
Phone: 715-346-1313
Fax: 715-343-6222
E-mail: RD.StevensPoint@wi.usda.gov

Shawano Area Office
603B Lakeland Road
Shawano WI 54166
Phone: 715-524-8522
Fax: 715-526-6121
E-mail: RD.Shawano@wi.usda.gov

Dodgeville Area Office
138 S Iowa Street, Suite 2
Dodgeville WI 53533
Phone: 608-935-2791
Fax: 608-935-3544
E-mail: RD.Dodgeville@wi.usda.gov

Area 1
Carol Wetuski, Area Director

Area 2
Brian Hudson, Area Director

Area 3
Brian Hudson, Area Director

Area 4
Sue Larson, Area Director

Area 5
Barb Brewster, Area Director

Area 6
Cora Schultz, Area Director

Spooner Area Office
800 N Front Street, Room 102
Spooner WI 54801
Phone: 715-635-8228
Fax: 715-635-6816
E-mail: RD.Spooner@wi.usda.gov

Rural Development Area Office* Rural Development State Office

State Office

4949 Kirschling Court
Stevens Point WI 54481
Phone: 715-345-7600

Administrative Programs
Lori Wells, Program Director

Phone: 715-345-7680
Fax: 715-345-7688
E-mail: RD.ADMIN.SO@wi.usda.gov

*

(Revised 04-05-2012)

Housing Programs
Dave Schwobe, Program Director

Phone: 715-345-7620
Fax: 715-345-7699
E-mail: RD.SFH.SO@wi.usda.gov

Community Programs
Brian Deaner, Program Director

Phone: 715-345-7610
Fax: 715-345-7616
E-mail: RD.BCP.SO@wi.usda.gov

Business Programs
Jeff Hudson, Program Director

Phone: 715-345-7610
Fax: 715-345-7616
E-mail: RD.BCP.SO@wi.usda.gov
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USDA Rural Development Wisconsin Contacts 

Dodgeville Area Office 

1124 Professional Drive, Suite 100 

Dodgeville, WI  53533 

Phone: 608-935-2791 

E-mail: RD.Dodgeville@wi.usda.gov 

 

Shawano Area Office 

603 B Lakeland Road 

Shawano, WI 54166 

Phone: 715-524-8522 

E-mail: RD.Shawano@wi.usda.gov 

Fond du Lac Area Office 

W6529 Forest Avenue, Suite 200 

Fond du Lac, WI 54937 

Phone: 920-907-2976 

E-mail: RD.FondduLac@wi.usda.gov 

 

Menomonie Area Office 

390 Red Cedar Street, Suite G 

Menomonie, WI 54751 

Phone: 715-232-2614 

E-mail: RD.Menomonie@wi.usda.gov 

Stevens Point Area Office 

5417 Clem’s Way 

Stevens Point, WI 54482 

Phone: 715-345-7601 

E-mail: RD.StevensPoint@wi.usda.gov 

 

Spooner Area Office 

800 North Front Street, Room 103 

Spooner, WI 54801 

Phone: 715-635-8228 

E-mail: RD.Spooner@wi.usda.gov 
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(Revised 04-05-2012)

Housing Programs
Dave Schwobe, Program Director

Phone: 715-345-7620
Fax: 715-345-7699
E-mail: RD.SFH.SO@wi.usda.gov

Community Programs
Brian Deaner, Program Director

Phone: 715-345-7610
Fax: 715-345-7616
E-mail: RD.BCP.SO@wi.usda.gov

Business Programs
Jeff Hudson, Program Director

Phone: 715-345-7610
Fax: 715-345-7616
E-mail: RD.BCP.SO@wi.usda.gov

      Wisconsin State Office 

5417 Clem’s Way 

Stevens Point, WI 54482 

Phone: 715-345-7600 

Email: RD.StateOffice@wi.usda.gov 

mailto:RD.Shawano@wi.usda.gov
mailto:RD.FondduLac@wi.usda.gov
mailto:RD.Menomonie@wi.usda.gov
mailto:RD.StevensPoint@wi.usda.gov
mailto:RD.Spooner@wi.usda.gov

